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Aife begins the day

-Club Motto

A Message from Our PresidentLinda Cruz

I am certain al | Cfarlthe faio which a n
finally came justbf or e Val e mowevereitnmgay nbta Y,
be enough to bring our reservoirs up to meet our water need
We must think ahead and be prepared for the possibility of w
rationing this summer. If you have ideas pkeaend them to
Bob Frost, your Newsletter Editor, or to me so we can be sure totBeareith
the club membmship.

For those of yousnveeting,Tredl\ﬂesiaendourmeAbruar§y6

Webmaster has set up aeWsite for our club. Take a loakd explorehe Website
(www.claytonvalleygardenclub.oygvhenyou have a chance.

We hawe begun posting items on thiée, but it is really a workin-progress Plans for future postings
includeupcoming events, chuphotos, and announcements. We receive many flyers and event info:
mation which need to be shared wjthu, our Members.You will be able to review items of interest to:
you at your leisure on the website. There are a variety of items such as a @agjffoup taking a trip

to Georgia to tour Savannah gardens, floral and landscape design classes, luncheons with presentations
at other clubs, Bnging BacktheNat i ves RAFREEO gar dePlease letyourdoarda:n d
members know if you have ideas or photos you would like to be considered for inclusion ob-the W§a
site. :
The Clayton Valley Garden Club is a member of the National Garden Clubs, Inc., in the Racific R
gion, under California Garden Clsibinc. (CGCI), and under the Diablo Foothills District (DFD).

Elaine Billeter is President of the Diablo Foothills District (DFD) and our own Judy Bates is the
Directory Editor of the DFD Yearbook for which she has w&@GCI First Place Stataward aFirst

Place Rgional awardand aNational Garden Clubs, In€ommendatiorawardfor her outstanding
work.

DFD consists of 15 local clubs such as Walnut Creek, Pleasant Hill, Lafayette, Moraga, Concord z:and
the newly ratified Blackhawk and several Distrdfiliates such as Gardens at Heather Farms, Ruth :

(SeePRESIDENT on Page 2)
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: (PRESIDENT Continued) r e 2009 Year Club Fees -
Bancroft Garden, Markham Regionai I Thanks again to all that have _
Arboretum Society and Youth Ga E . paid already, and if you still owe
gﬁgec;lfgfge S‘r‘zggu casee we are: : please send pagent ASAP to our \}

Membership VP 4 PO Box 633, Clayton CA 94517 .
$25.00 Single or $37.50 Duabtill a BARGAIN !

The District has several meetings |
each year hosted by the various-di:

trict clubs which the Club Reps and - e March 11 Club Program
Presidents &nd. All Clayton V& : \ Join us forA IPlant P i
ley Garden Club Members ar@-i : | (\ 't 0 ) us TorAsexuairiant Fropa
vited to attend these mémags. : QO e gation presgntedt)y Nancy

Twice a year a convention is held folr ' @) "_'arV?t))’- Bring a E'ant, ﬁr actr
the State, CGCI. Alink to the - ting, (be sure to keep the cut eng
CGCI (www.californiagardenclubs.ojg : \"( CQ moist, either in water or a very

is posted on our website homepage. - {D moist towel), and a sharppair of

| truly believe you will enjoy then-

formation you find on this veryi . Scissorer bypass pruners

worthwhile website. Do check out: e St Pat isiMartha® Day
under DFD, the quarterly newsletter; '
Round the Mountain. This quartef °

Irish Blessing: May your glass be ever

there is an article@bout a National : I full. May the roof over your head be

Garden Club Photo Entry contest . always strong. And may you be in o

Also, our club is mentioned a couple | heaven half an hour beft the devil knows you're

of times with regards to the Blue Staf dead .
Memorial Marker that we sponsored | cad. J

pl acement for i n
downtown Grove Park. :
Enjoy preparing f
hopefor more showers. :

Meeting Hospitality
Volunteers

R

Clayton Library Garden Beds
Clean-up Volunteers

Mark your C alendars for
March 7", 9:00am

Please bring pruning shears, shovels and any
other tools you like to use. Check with Nancy at
(925) 8255076 on the day of the event for

A Rai ny refelegubng information.

The March 11 meeting Hospitality
hostesaswill be Peggx Arundell and
JoAnn CasparApril 8" meeting will
be Patty Remoy and Nancy Westma

To volunteer for providing
refreshments at future meetings,
please contad®osalie Zollarsat:

(925)685-3005
or via EMalil at:
RZollars@aol.com

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH
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A Note from the Editor:

With all of the discussions around the water cooler about water and yet another drought year, | felt that
we should talk a little bit aboitt sinceit is one of the key elements for our passidmalr ening I

For many of us, the Contra Costa Water District (CCMg¢robably the source of this precioes r
source and they can be our ally, helping us conserve water around the house sailhdienableto
sustain our precious gardens. Check out the articles in this issue featuringweagtesuggestions and
tips tohelp us out.

We are continuing to run the short autobiographies of our Board & Staff. This month we are featuring
Dorothy Bradt (Vice PresidentMembership Chair), Neal Richmond (Vice Presidgatogram Chair),
Bob Beitler (Treasurerand Ted Meriam (\&Wbmaster)

Check out oufirst Question & Answer from Tom TjcThe World FamousTroubleshooting
Horticulturist on Rageo6.

As always, please feel free to send me suggestions or information that you feel would be of intergst to
our readers dlewsletter.Editor@ClaytonValleyGardenClub.orgRobert Frost, Editor

Neal Richmond, Vice President Programs

When | was born | was very, veiry

Being a native Emmwnitfe opportundiesofal @ v e
9-12 month growing season. My interest in gardening came fromt
my mom, who got her itch from her father. He could put a stick in:
the ground and it would grow. | was given a packet of sweet pea
seeds and allotted a small spagth materials to make a trellis. =

| dm not quite sure why | was isuc:¢
the darn things to sprout now! It must be Global Warming. She:
pushed me into mowing the neibhbo

great, | get to use thegas powered mower and get paid for it. | :
now know that my mom was the one jumping for joy because I:
was out of her hair for a Ilittle

In any event, about 30 years later, after wearing too many suits &
ties, | had a midife crisis and opened my very own landscape businBgsmore corporate cr@p
for me!

| still enjoy plants & thank my mom for giving me the opportunity to fail and succeed with theni:.
Occasionally | still succeed, and sometimes the best thing about them is tlwainydig them up
and throw them away when they dondét behave:

n
"
.

The best part is the people that «c¢ome alonig] Wi
come for the flower, and stay for the peoplteo.
Pl ant people are good peopl e. 6Nuff said.:
lam no | onger very, very smal |l é
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Wh at to do next é March Garden Tips

e CheckDrip Irrigation Systems

Get out there and look for broken oisdi will remain dormant, sometimes for years; b
connected lines! Get them repaired before ~ fore germinating under unusual conditio :
the warm weather arrives. such as during a drought or after a long wintg

(Seethe Water-wisearticle on page11) or fire. This mechanism helps ensure the s "
vival of the species. It certainly ensures tht
you need to get out and pull yoweeds
before they go to seed!

r

EncourageRobust Spring Growth

Fertilize plants that have special nutrient
requirements, such as annuals, using
slow-release nitrogen as found in alfalfa Right now is the best time to weed because tfie
meal. weeds are small and have not gone to seed @nd
Edibles the sol is moist so you can get the whole roo

Plant an herb garden and try to locate it ~ SYStem. The most effective way to removy

close to the kitchen so wob | | actua IWPe95 iSLP)é f@nd pulling or hoeing.

all those yummy fresh herbs in cooking.
Put in some catnip for your favorite feline
friend.

Rather than applying premergent herbicides,
read the University of CaliforniaIntegrated
Pest Management articldeed Management

Weed Management in Landscapes, Pest Note 7441

i O pyear seeding makes seven years

weeding. o Can that rYewawillalyo fird éhformation @tdbutpecifie s
and the reason lies in the genetics of seeds.  weeds includingdandelionscreeping wood
They are programmed to sprout under a sorre| purslaneannual bluegrass$ield bind-
variety of cultural conditions. Most sprout weed spotted spurgandBermuda grass
under normal conditionsHHowever, some

Bob Beitler - Treasurer

| am a late bloomer in the world of gardening. Since bloomer can be applied
to fl owers or swewhidhsonel &andyet. st i | | not

My early recollection with gardening was the huge vegetable garden we :had
growing up in the mountains of Colorado. As a child, | looked forward to:
eating sugar snap peas and tomatoes straight off the vine. As a teenagsr,
mowinglawns and raking leaves was a major reason in developing my Ia.-ck
of interest for anything remotely related to plants.

My next gardening experience was when my wife (Penny) would buy plabts,
wait weeks for me to plant them, have them die before | wouldrgand to
planting them, and then get new ones.

: My real interest in gardening began when Penny and | built a potting shed/greenhouse. | kiddingpy refer
:to it as the Taj Ma h al of potting sheds esince i
E The benefit of the shed is that it creates an opportunity for Penny and | to spend time together in the

: yard. | also put a golf putting green next to the shed which helps me keep my golf game sharp. Since
5 this means | am around the plants more, Inseee gardening work that needs to be done. Also domg

(SeeTREASURER on Page5)
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(TREASURER Continued)

! daycare of our 3 grandchildren hds I \

: meant spending more time at home

: and in the garden. :

One of my other hobbies is gourmét \

. cooking. | had th@pportunity to a- :

: sist several famous chefs at my o _ )
tfriendds cooki ng: § AN IS 2 ifriend gt kas ageegddo do a question
. oped my love for cooking with fresh answer column in Clayton Valley Garden Club newsle
: produce and herbs. Growing my just for you! His background is varied in the horticultu
: own vegetables and herbs makes | field. He has a degree in plant science, and ran his
: cooking more fun. | look forward td landscape business for yearsmet him about 15 year
: learning more about how to grow the | @go and found him always willing to share his wealth

: best tomatoes, herbs, and sugar snap| knowledge.

i peas as | donot it |Helhks bieh refired gof 7 y@aRstandin@wdspends his
: old to enjoy eating them straight off | chasing waves around the worldes, he is a surfer g
: the vine. : heart. Rumor has it that a new interest is halindjng.

: Although my background is eng: | Ther ed adulhneinute with this guy!

:neering and comp{ Dehoshis travkld Vrarely $e&Klm now. When in the §

many years of experience managing | Ar ea to surf Mavericks o
: budgets. Please contact me if you | pop in for abrew or two.

hwe any questions|ahout ur . cl ubo6s . .
! financial process. : Hehhas agreedoto field your gardening questions. Whil

e rmeea e e ennas i |guarmt ees that hedll have
almost always have an answer. Bob the Editor wib-p
lish questions and answers as space permits. Becau
travels, he is in Australia right now, you should allow

some time to hear back from himfi.you have a realnn-

mediate need, you may be better served checking with
very own Garden Girl, Nicole.

He has setup a special email address just for us. ¥ol
ready knew that we ar e es
cial é

Detailed descriptions amghotos of problems are helpful

TomTic.cvgc@agmail.com

Remember, the onlgumb question is the one not asked

New Email Addresses

Along with the creation of our new Garden Club Websitey.ClaytonValleyGardenClub.oygwe
now have two new #Mail addresses for the Historian and Newsletter Editor. You can serail &
either one of these club members directlyHistorian@ ClaytonValleyGardenClub.oog
Newsletter.Editor@ClaytonValleyGardenClub.org

By utilizing thesaunchangingaddresses weaa easily make the transition to new people when thq
current folks resign and new people take upnia@atle
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‘ om Tic !

Nice to meet you via-eail. | hope you are having a grand time surfing in Australia.
| have two questions both regardioglor changes in blooms.
1. Why did my christmas cactus flower which was deep magenta at
one time change to a white with pale pink color after a few years?
2. Why did my beautiful baby blue bearded @ss€hange to a dull
beige yellow color after a few ges of pectacular blue blooms?

Could it be the soil? | never fertilized. We have a rocky clay soil in Clayton.
Thank you so much for being our question and answer guy!

Linda Cruz

Clayton Valley Garden Club President 2009

Hello Linda,
Thank you for your notand interesting questions, and congratulations on your recent promotion.

First, regarding your Christmas Cactus, Schumbergia X buckleyi, performing a costume dhdnage
you have witnessed is not uncommon for this pldhis typically caused by emanmental changes
primarily temperature fluctuationdf you have moved its location and it has gone from warm to cold or
vice versa, the flower color can be affectdéidyou haven't already done so, you may try repottingit U
ing any commercial pottingoil that is sold for acid loving plants like azaleas and camelBase these
are heavy feeders, put it on a regular fertilizer program using your favorite liquid fertilizer or one pf the
many Osmocote product®lso, this coming November, put it @ location where the nighttimente
peratures are between-58 degrees and 1”4 hours of darkness for maximum bud skbopefully
doing one or all of these suggestions will bring back the lovely magenta color that you are looking for.

Your nextquestionmay be a little more complicate®ased on the information you've provided, | haye
a couple of thoughtsSince you indicated that you have not fertilized them, | have to guess thaj you
have not divided them eithekVith that thought here is what | thirjlou may be experiencingBearded
iris's are rhizomes which can produce a "sport” as they spread or muRiptyzome is an underground
stem. With a bearded iris, the rhizome or stem is the fleshy portion that the leaves and bloom come
from. A "sport"is a genetic mutant that can give one a plant that blooms completely differently|from

the attached "mother"” plant.cannot tell you what causes this process to occur, in today's world it gould

be global warming, but it does happen with many plants dieduiris. The second thing that comes to
mind is that bearded iris are extremphpmiscuous If you do or did not even one time deadhead yqur
iris flowers, you could have had a seed pod form and drop tgrthund This could havegerminated
right nex to your blue flowered mother plan§ince you are coming up to your iris bloom season, |
would suggest cutting out the yellow colored plant if it rears its ugly h&hedn, this coming August,
dig and divide the plants that are left, planting themaasptease.lris are not a plant and forget plant,
so they need to be divided periodically and fertilized some in order to continue getting the bloom that
you desire.You might check the American Iris Society's website for more informationy.irises.org

You have my best guesses based on the information you've providege I've given at least one-r
sponse that hits the nail on the head for you and that you will let me know what the results are ffom the
remedieshat you've tried.

Happy gardening! Tom Tic
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Dorothy Bradt i Vice President, Membership Chair

| grew up in Michigan where gardening is pbdsiabout 6 months of the§
year. We always had an excellemégetable garden, thanks to mad :
He was praticing organic gardening before they called it thatl of the
kitchen vegetable scraps and leavesewvorked back into the soiWe
also had many fruit treedDad made cider and sotimaes it became C|der
vinegar.

Mom canned everythingThey never wasted anything and would be-a
palledby what goes on todayit comes from living through the grea¢d :
pressionob 2 9 . :

| was the last of fougirls and by the time | came along my parents were.
doing well, but you never forget the really tough times afiaidl that the way | was raised made an i :
pression on me that | can't shakeise everything and try to recycle what little | cannot find a uselfor.
feel guilty if | throw awaythat last half cup of broccoliMother wouldbe disappointedl :

| have avegetable garden, but it's tiny com@a to what we had growing upfertilize a little, and have
to hand water, whltisn't necessary in Michiganit gives me atisfaction to see things grow. have :
some flowers, but | am so stingy with the water thgtgardenis definitely a spring gardenBy July :
things are looking pretty sadt amazes me to see how resilient Mother Nature is, because withrthe: WI
ter rain my garden is given new life. :

Currently the daffodils ara blaze of yellow anthe bergaia has pink spikes coming upCamellia
blooms are just starting, and therdythia bush is about to pof’he most beautiful gardens are in th;e
East Bay Regional Park®lature cannobe out done by humans.

| have been a membef a hiking group for 15 yars. | have hiked the trails in all the parks and the bést
wildflowers in this area are right here on Mt DiablApril is a good time to goCome see what is |n
your parks.You will love it! :

Ted Meriam T Webmaster

Ted grew up in Clayton in thghadow of his mother, who was an
avid garderr. While he offered his labor in the yard to his—pa'
ents, he joined the Clayton Valley Garden Club with the mtentnon
to learn more about gardening as alhob

After being away from the East Bay for severahrs for college :
and to start his career, Ted has recently returned to Clayton:and
purchased his first homeHe hopes to ovéme transform his :
own land into a smattering of flower, vegetable, and hertiegas'
framed byboth ornametal and fruit trees.

In Clayton, Ted is also involved with the Clayton Historicat S
ciety and Clayton Business & Community Assticia. Ted is :
employed by the Micreoft Corporation and has dewgled the :
newly-launchedClayton ValleyGarden ClubVebsite. :
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Clayton Valley Garden Club Minutes
February 11, 2009

GENERAL MEETING: Linda Cruz called the meeting to order at 7-10pm.

Our new President, Linda Cruz, called the entire board fo the: front to be introduced as follows:

Micole Hackett, Vice President Dorothy Bradt, Vice President Membership
Meal Richmond, Vice President Programs Carin Kaplan, Secretary
Mancy Harvey, Parliamentarian Open, Treasurer
Bob Frost, Mewsletter Editor JoAnn Caspar, Club Rep
Cindy Haydon, Publicity Rozalie Zollars, Hospitality
Fourth of July Chair: Micole Hackett & .
Cathie Gemnhardt (sbsent) | 100 Meriam, Webmaster
Downtown Planter Chair. Shannon Seven Library Bed Planter Chair. Nancy Hanvey

Linda alzo announced cur Treasurer pogition is open and to pleaze see her if anyone is interested in
filling the position.

MINUTES: Movember meeting minutes were approved as written.

TREASURER'S REPORT: Judy Bates reported that a vear-end balance was $4524.01. We received
3564 in dues giving us a balance of 35088.01 as of January 1, 2009.

Judy has resigned her position as treasurer. The 2009 proposed budget is still in development. 1t will
tabled until our March meeting.

MEMBERSHIP: Dorothy infroduced three guests: Mary Ann Lawrence, Judy Hunt and Elaine
Marchetti. YWe have one new (returning) member, Nancy Westmann.

We received duesz from two members fonight which bring the fotal to 24 paid members. A request was
made for any unpaid dues as they are now past due.

Dorothy i= requesting assistance from membership with correspondence. Pleasze et her know if you
wiould be interested in helping.

PROGRAM CHAIR: Neal Richmond provided information on upcoming programs:

March - Mancy Harvey will demonstrate plant propagation; Mancy requests that you bring clippers to the:
meefing.

April - Troy MeGregor will dizcuzs native

May — Rose La Bell will prezent information on medicinal herbs

Information was provided on Tom Tic, a plant scientist has agreed to provide a Q&A column in our
newsletter.

Plant sale update: we had a few deaths but overall things lock great. We will have one more pot party
at Peggy's, poasibly in March. The hours of the plant sale will coincide with the garden tour; 10 ami fo 4
pm.

One field trip is planned: the Sonoma Horticultural Tour, the first Monday in May. He'll kave more
information at the next meeting.

NEWSLETTER: Robert Frost reminded that if your dues must be paid to receive a newsletter. If you

have not received a newsletter please check with him to make sure that your contact information is
comect.

If you have articles or information that you would like to have included in the newsletter, pleaze get
them to him as soon as possible.

2002-02-11 Masting Mimutes Do Page lof 2
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Clayton Valley Garden Club Minutes
February 11, 2009

HISTORIAN: Bob Beitler has been researching the web to look at the historical presentation of other
garden clubs.

HOSPITALITY: Rosalie Zollars sent around a sign-up sheet for the remainder of the year. One person
iz needed for beverages and one person for goodies.

GARDEN CLUB WEBSITE: Ted Meriam has set up the foof print. It can be adjusted as we go. The
website address is: www_claytonvalleygardenchob org.

DOWNTOWHN PLANTER CHAIR: Shannon Seven passed around a signup sheet for volunteers to
care for the planters which includes clean up and dead heading on all of the planters. Sprinkler
problems should be reported to Shannon and she will notify Mark. The sprinklers will be furmed on next
week. There is currently dizcussion about possible water rationing to cut usage by 50 %; more to
come.

LIBRARY PLANTER CHAIR: Mancy Harvey reports that the beds are in need of a great deal of work.
She passed a signup sheet for a work party on March 7. She is also putting together a planning
commitiee for the beds. She would like to plant more drought tolerant plants; she will check with Elaine
Billeter regarding plant choices required to maintain our Butterfly Garden certification.

QLD DUSINESS

BYLAWS 2009: Primary change: OLD - two signatures were required for check writing; NEW only one
signature iz required for check writing. Linda will check to be sure this is in keeping with the
requirements of a non-profit.

Mew By-laws passed as proposed.

NEW BUSINESS

Clayton Cleans Up — Joanne Caspar — Meet at City Hall April 25. There will be T shirts and Allied
waste will provide hags.

Diable Foothille District field trip — Bouguet of Arts at the DeYoung Mussum March18 — bus to and from
event; $35 for non museum members.

Diablo Valley College, Pleasant Hill, iz hosting a Plant Sale March 28, S3am — 1 pm.

District Meeting — Linda Cruz, Bob Beitler and Tina Frost attended the Diablo Foothills District meeting.
Markham Arboretum will be hosting a program February 21 at Cakhurst.

Meeting adjouned: Carin Kaplan, Recording Secretary

PROGRAM: Meal Richmond provided helpful information on essential garden tocls. Information
included dizcussion on his preferences, such as anvil vs. bypass clippers, and Falco vs. Corona as well
as shovels, rakes, a multi-tool and a 2od cutter. Some unexpected tools that he mentioned were
antihistamines, Gaorilla duct tape, and a cell phone.

MNext meeting: March 11, 2009 (Don't’ forget your hand shears/cutters)

After the meeting was adjourned, Boly Beitler resigned the Historian position and volunteered fo take
the Treasurer position and Tina Frost volunteered fo take on the Historian position.

Meeting Adjourned: Linda Cruz, February 11, 2009 {3:00PM)

2002-02-11 Masting Mimutes Do Pagelof2
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Cal endar s

f or t he

March Downtown Planter Duty:

Week of: Primary Person(s) | Backup Person(s)
March 7"~ March 14 | Steve Lane & Ingel&lielson Nicole Hackett
March 2 ~ March 28 Nicole Hackett Sue Fletcher

April 4™~ April 10"

Nancy Westman

Patty Remoy

April 18"~ April 24" Linda Cruz VolunteerStill Needed
April 25" ~ May Bob & Tina Frost VolunteerStill Needed
May 2~ May 8" Ted Meriam Linda Cruz

May 9"~ May 15"

Rosalie Zollars

Dorothy Bradt

May 16"~ May 22¢

VolunteerStill Needed

VolunteerStill Needed

May 23~ May 29"

Carin Kaplan

Bob & Tina Frost

May 30"~ June 8

VolunteerStill Needed

VolunteerStill Needed

June 8 ~ June 1?9

VolunteerStill Needed

VolunteerStill Needed

June 18~ June 19

VolunteerStill Needed

VolunteerStill Needed

Remember to bring a garbage bag, clippers, and a watering can when you come to check tf

planters. If there is a broken sprinkler head pipe please contact Shannon Seven.

As you can see, avstill have a fewPrimary Spobpenings to fill forMay and June.Backup

volunteers aralso needed.

We can plan for spring flowers for the planters at our March meeting but will havaittantil
April to see what the watertaation will be for the summer.

Please call Shannon Seven at-GB28 if you are unable teeepyour weeld s

Thank you for volunteering.

Shannon Seven

o |

e

commit mgnt .

Daffodil Days Celebration

The Mother Lode Ddbdil showin the Sierra foothills isit Ironstone Vineyards
Murphys CA onMarch 2£'~ 22", Free Admission. SaturdayDinner for $25
Visit www.daffodil.orgor call Bob Spott$925) 6255526
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