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ñLife begins the day you start your gardenò 
-Club Motto 

 
 

A Message from Our President, Linda Cruz  
 

Wow!  éand Many, Many Thank Youôs 
 

What a successful fundraiser! 
 

Many, many thanks to Neal Richmond for his 

energy; his patience; his willi ngness to share 

his knowledge; his organizing potting parties; 

and for teaching us how to prepare and run a 

successful plant sale!  A special ñThank You!ò 

to Nancy Harvey who propagated over 300+  plants; to Diane Martinelli 

for the 60 plants she propagated; to Ed Totman who donated plants; to 

Nancy Westman who donated two Herb Gardens; and to R & M Pool 

Patio & Gardens (one of Nicoleôs customers) that even made a plant donation! 

At one point Nancy Harvey had so many plants she could not move in her yard so she asked for help.  

ñThank Youò for your help; Bob and Tina Frost, Bob Beitler, Dorothy Bradt, and Peggy Arundell, all 

of whom helped care for and water the plants in preparation for the sale. 

ñThank Youò to those of you who volunteered and worked at the plant sale, or helped move plants be-

fore and after the sale, in 100 plus temperatures; Bob & Tina Frost, Bob & Penny Beitler, Nancy 

Westman, Sandy Leonard, Patty Remoy, Dorothy Bradt, Carla Thompson, Ed Totman, and of 

courseé the dazzling duo of Neal Richmond & Nancy Harvey! 

Our 2009 Annual Plant Sale has achieved a new fundraising record of more than $1,500!  Who 

would believe this could happen during a drought year and with a poor economy?  We will hear the 

final report from Bob Beitler, our Treasurer, at our next General Meeting on June 10th. 

Prior to 2002, the Club only received income from membership dues and items raffled at the monthly 

meetings.  Since 2005, the Club has been running an Annual Plant Sale in conjunction with the Clay-

ton Garden Tours which benefits the Clayton Historical Society. 

(See PRESIDENT on Page 7)  
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 June 10
th

 Club Program 

2009 Drought Watch, Neal 

Richmond, Master Gardener 
will speak to us about tips & tricks to 

survive the current water rationing. 

 

 July 8
th

 Club Program (Part 1) 

Bob Eagle, CC Water District  
Speaking to us about irrigation.  What 

there is out there; how to decide what to 

use; and when to use it. 

 

 July 8
th

 Club Program (Part 2) 

Ted Meriam, Our Webmaster 
Ted has kindly rescheduled his talk for 

the following month to give Neal an op-

portunity to speak to us about a timely 

topic: ñThe Drought & Water Rationingò 

So next month, Ted will be speaking to 

us about the way you can use the Clubôs 

website & get ñConnectedò!  
 

Meeting Hospitality 
Volunteer Reminder 

 
 

The June 10
th
 meeting: 

Bob Beitler & Sharon Osteen 
 

The July 13
th
 meeting: 

Dorothy Bradt & Carin Kaplan 
 

To volunteer for providing 

refreshments at future meetings, 

please contact Rosalie Zollars at: 

(925) 685-3005 

or via E-Mail at: 

RZollars@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Well, that response was a 

little betteré  I knew the 

$$$ would get your attention! 

Drumroll pleaseé       and the winner is:     Sharon Peterson!  
 

Congratulations Sharon!  We had a couple of people with the correct answer, and a couple others that 

only answered the question partially.  The correct answers are: 
 

 Is a tomato a fruit or vegetable? 

Á It is a fruit. 
 

 How about in the U.S.A.? 

Á It is legally known as a vegetable! 

In 1893, a case went before the US Supreme Court about importing tomatoes from the West 

Indies.  Fruits could be imported tax-free, vegetables couldnôt.  Since tomatoes were eaten with 

main dishes and not as desserts, the Court ruled them to be a vegetable.  (Another case of our 

wonderful politicians at work!) 
 

 Bonus: 

Á There are more than 1,000 varieties of tomatoes currently being grown in the U.S.A.  

Á The average American eats 13 pounds of tomatoes a year (plus 20 pounds a year in the form of 

ketchup, salsa, soup, and BBQ sauce.) 

Á The biggest tomato on record weighed in at a hefty 7 pounds 12 ounces.  It was grown by 

Gordon Graham of Oklahoma. 

 

*** Look for this monthôs trivia question somewhere else in the Newsletter. ***  
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A Note from the Editor:  

With summer already upon us, I thought that I would run a couple of articles about the State Bird of 

Florida, Ohio, and some parts of Contra Costa County ~ ñThe Mosquitoò 

Check out the article on Page 6, that talks about plants that may help repel mosquitoes. 

We also have an interesting piece on Mosquitofish!  No, they havenôt grown gills and figured out how to 

swim, even though that is what their larvae do!  Mosquitofish are actually little fish with a voracious ap-

petite for insects and mosquito larvae.  (See page 10.) 

We are continuing to run the autobiographies of our Board & Staff.  This month we are featuring Tina 

Frost (Historian) and Shannon Seven (Downtown Planter Chairperson). 

As always, please feel free to send me suggestions or information that you feel would be of interest to 

our readers at Newsletter.Editor@ClaytonValleyGardenClub.org  - Robert Frost, Editor 

 

 
 

California Garden Club, Inc. (CGCI) Fall Board Meeting 

September 10
th

 ~ 13th, Concord Hilton Hotel 
Hosted by the Diablo Foothills District 

 

The following is a synopsis of the April 6
th
 meeting to keep you posted on the planning committeeôs 

progress. 

Our lovely District Foothills logo, seen on the District Yearbook, will be used on the registration form 

and name tags.  

Clubs will volunteer to design floral 12 to 15 centerpieces for Friday and Saturday lunch and dinner.  

Tablecloths will be white.  Clubs may choose a theme and color palate.  Contact Floral Design Chair-

man Dolores Moffat (925-556-5449).  Lafayette has signed up for Saturday night. 

The formal invitation to members to come to the Fall Board meeting will be given at the Convention in 

San Mateo in June.  Chairman Virginia Bennetts is planning to have District members carry signs with 

ñteaserò questions throughout the convention days.  She will give the formal invitation on Saturday.  

Brochures will be designed outlining the tour, workshops and speakers to be available on the tables at 

the meeting. 

There will be a Delta Discovery Brunch Cruise on Friday, September 11
th
.  The bus will leave the hotel 

at 8:00am. We cruise from 9:00am ~ 11:00am, returning to the hotel for lunch.  A speaker from Region-

al Parks will speak during the cruise on the ecological importance of the Delta to our own region and 

throughout the state.  The boat holds 50 and is ADA approved.  Cost is $55.00 

Steven Andrews, a soils engineer, AKA ñDirt Dude,ò ñSoil Sommelier,ò ñMulch Maestroò and ñCom-

post Connoisseurò from UC Berkeley, will give a hands-on workshop on Friday from 3:30pm ~ 5:30pm.  

The Singing Blue Star Moms of the USS Hornet will entertain us at dinner in honor of September 11
th
. 

Dan Ashley, the KRON newscaster, will speak at the Saturday luncheon. 

All members are invited and encouraged to join these activities!  Please check the agenda for updates 

and changes as we finalize the workshops and speakers.  Members may register for the full 2-day Gen-

eral Meeting on Friday & Saturday, or join us for a single dayôs activity and/or meals.  

mailto:Newsletter.Editor@ClaytonValleyGardenClub.org
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What to do nexté June Garden Tips 
by Robert Frost 

 Flowers 
Check roses for rust.  Hand pick and destroy 

(DO NOT COMPOST) diseased leaves.  A 

sulfur based fungicide may help, otherwise 

water early in the morning and avoid wet-

ting the foliage. 

 Mulch, Mulch, Mulch  
I know this was in last monthôs newsletter, 

but I canôt emphasize enough how important 

this is to save water and make your plants 

happier!  éand I have some Money Saving 

Coupons from the Contra Costa Water Dis-

trict (CCWD) for 5 to 10% off to help you 

out:  www.ccwater.com/conserve/Mulch.asp 

Mulching is an effective technique to keep 

soil temperatures even, to retain moisture in 

the soil and to prevent weeds from germinat-

ing.  Mulching with organic matter such as 

chipped tree trimmings, compost, or barks 

not only reduces water usage but also im-

proves the organic content and texture of 

soil.  Apply at least two to three inches of 

material, keeping it several inches away 

from the trunks of trees and shrubs to pre-

vent crown rot.  Renew every few years as it 

decomposes and enriches the soil. 

 Edibles 
 

Tomato Blossom End Rot 

The brown depression on the bottom of the 

tomato can be caused by a lack of calcium 

in the soil or irregular watering.  Use a ba-

lanced fertilizer according to the label and 

fertilizer according to the label.  Water con- 

 

 

 

sistently.  Mulching (thereôs that word again) 

the plant is also a good idea. 

 Growing Vegetables in Containers 

Container grown vegetables can be decorative 

as well as good to eat.  Almost any vegetable 

can be grown in a container if given the proper 

care.  Eggplant, peppers, tomatoes, lettuce, 

onions, carrots, cucumbers and herbs do well. 

One of the biggest problems is that containers 

dry out very fast and nutrients wash away.  

Both are solvable.  Do not use clay pots which 

dry out quickly.  Plastic, composite or wooden 

half-barrels are good. 

Vegetables like a roomy container and there 

must be drainage holes in the bottom but it is 

not recommended that you put pebbles or bro-

ken crockery in the bottom. 

Use a good commercial potting mix, not plan-

ter or planting mix. 

Group the containers together so they will 

shade one another.  The hot summer sun can 

heat the soil to unhealthy levels. 

Water whenever the soil is dry.  You can test 

by digging your fingers into the dirt or using an 

inexpensive moisture meter.  You may have to 

water more than once a day. 

A simple drip system is easy to install and will 

make your container garden almost foolproof.  

Add a timer, a patio chair, relax and enjoy.  

Fertilize every week with a water-soluble ferti-

lizer. 

  

http://www.ccwater.com/conserve/Mulch.asp
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 How much carbon dioxide can one tree remove from the atmosphere 

each year? 
 

Submit your answers by E-Mail to: Newsletter.Editor@ClaytonValleyGardenClub.org by 

the deadline of June 15
th
 and WIN!  Drawn from all correct submissions and announced 

in next monthôs newsletter.  Good Luck! 

Contest open only to CVGC Members 

 

 

 

Become a 
 

Bay Area Daylily Society (BADS) 
 

Charter Member  
 

Join BADS before June 6 th  

Receive 2 Free Plants  
 

Receive a 3 rd  Free Plant if you attend 
our 1 st  Meeting!  

 
 

CCCooommmeee   vvviii sssiii ttt   NNNeeeaaalll    RRRiii ccchhhmmmooonnnddd�¶�¶�¶sss   hhhooouuussseee   fffooorrr   ttthhheee   fff iii rrrsssttt   mmmeeeeeetttiii nnnggg...         RRReeefff rrreeessshhhmmmeeennntttsss   ppprrrooovvviiidddeeeddd...   
 

JJJuuunnneee   666,,,   222000000999,,,   111000:::000000   aaammm      
555333222555   VVViiissstttaaa   PPPoooiiinnnttt   CCCooouuurrrttt   

CCCooonnncccooorrrddd,,,   CCCAAA   999444555222111      
 

DDDuuueeesss   aaarrreee   $$$222000...000000   pppeeerrr   mmmaaaiii lll iii nnnggg   aaaddddddrrreeessssss   aaannnnnnuuuaaalll lll yyy...      FFFooorrr   mmmooorrreee   iii nnnfffooorrrmmmaaatttiii ooonnn   ooorrr   dddiii rrreeeccctttiii ooonnnsss:::   
CCCaaalll lll    NNNeeeaaalll    RRRiii ccchhhmmmooonnnddd   999222555---666777222---222666222444   dddaaadddsssppplllaaaccceee@@@aaassstttooouuunnnddd...nnneeettt   

  


