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ñLife begins the day you start your gardenò 
-Club Motto 

 
 

A Message from Our President, Linda Cruz  
 

Welcome!  First, let me welcome new member Jerry Smith and returning 

member Curtis Jacquot.  I hope you will enjoy the Clayton Valley Garden 

Club as much as I do! 

Thank You!   To all our volunteers for your help with the many Spring 

clean-up projects going on.   We appreciate Chris Callaghan & daughter, 

Sue Fletcher, Carin Kaplin, Ted Meriam for representing the CVGC by 

helping museum members Dan Richardson and Dick Ellis with the second 

museum garden work party this year.  The museum garden looks great!  

Then a big thank you to Mary Ann Knets, Sharon Osteen, Shannon Seven, 

Cindy Haydon and Nancy Harvey for the first Library Bed work party in 

2010 and to Bob Beitler for helping Nancy Harvey with the second Library 

Bed work party. 

There is a lot going on right now and Spring is busting out 

all over.   The CVGC has been involved in several Civic 

clean-up projects.  Our quaint little town should be in good 

shape in time for the CVGCôs big Spring Plant Sale fun-

draiser,  as well as the Garden Tours, the Farmerôs Market, 

the Festivals, and the Grove Concerts all coming up soon. 

CVGC Fundraiser Plant Sale: I certainly hope each of 

our members will be involved in our club Plant Sale fun-

draiser in some way.  We will need help at the sale or plant 

donations.  I hope to have close to 100 plants for the sale myself.  I have had so much fun looking for 6 

packs and transferring them to gallon size pots; starting seeds in my bay window and transplanting them.  

I just hope my veggies will be big enough to sell.  They are quite tiny now. 

Pots. Pots, and More Pots: Members Linda Karp and Jerry Smith have donated over 1,200 four inch 

pots with flats and hundreds of gallon pots and many 5 gallon pots.  I also have many small plastic  
 (See PRESIDENT on Page 8)  
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Meeting Hospitality 
Volunteer Reminder 

 
 

The April 14
th
 meeting:  

Nicole Hackett & Carin Kaplin 
 

The May 12
th
 meeting:  

Ed & Dee Totman & Dorothy Bradt 
 

Only 4 spots left this year! 
Volunteer to provide 

refreshments at future meetings! 

Please contact Rosalie Zollars at: 

(925) 685-3005 or via E-Mail 

RZollars@aol.com 

April 14th ï General Meeting 
(The New Easteré  What the heck?!) 

Okay, just kidding about the Easter part, but be sure to wear your new Eas-

ter outfit as we will be taking pictures of all of our Members this evening.  

The new CVGC Directory is due out in May and we are going to put faces 

to names.  What a novel concept!  Every Member will have a small, thumb-

nail headshot picture included with their listing in the Directory.  If you 

like, you can submit your own picture to me at: 

 Newsletter.Editor@ClaytonValleyGardenClub.org 

¶ Plant Exchange: This meeting will also feature our 1
st
 Plant Exchange.  

So be sure to bring a plant, or two, or three to trade with your fellow 

Members.  I can see some hard bargaining going on.  Watch for follow 

up e-mails with more info on this new Club event. 

Also, the meeting will begin about 15-minutes earlier than 

normal to allow for all of this additional activity, so come join 

the fun around 6:45pm, instead of our normal 7:00pm time. 

¶ Featured Speaker Presentation: Join us for All About  Irises, by Jeanne King.  Jeanne calls herself 

a backyard gardener.  Her  irises are just beautiful.  As a member of the Mt. Diablo Iris Society, she 

participates in their annual show and competition, often winning.  She has open garden days at her An-

tioch home and this year her garden will be open April 23
rd

 ~ 25
th
.  More info at the meeting! 

¶ May 12
th

 Program: Join us for Prodromos (Mike) Stephanos ~ ñThe Beekeeper.ò  Mike has be-

come a very serious beekeeper over the last 10-years and is a member of the Mt. Diablo Beekeepers 

Association.  He works with young kids in both the Girl Scouts and 4H Clubs on their ñUrban Farmò 

projects, where a part of the goal is to introduce bee hives into the urban backyard.  He will be telling 

us all about bees and how we benefit from these incredible little guys.  Even though bee keeping is his 

passion and almost a full-time hobby, his real occupation is an inventor.  Mike develops and licenses 

products.  He currently has 5 patents in various stages of the patent process.  The seeds for his love of 

bees were planted while living in Greece on his Grandfatherôs farm. 

 

 

  

From the Desk of Linda Cruz, CVGC President 
 
We will continue the seed exchange at the April 14

th
 

meeting. 

Dianne Martinelli has just about completed her Master 

Gardener Program and has graciously volunteered to 

research any questions regarding seed treatments. 

If you have questions about seeds, contact Dianne at 

our meetings or at cruiseone@value.net and she will 

respond via e-mail. 

mailto:RZollars@aol.com
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A Note from the Editor:  
April Foolôs!  What?  I missed it?  Darn.  I just couldnôt send this publication to press on 

such a day, so it is a day late getting out the door.  My wife got me yesterday, while I was 

working on this tome.  She was standing at the back door hollering at meé  ñBob!  Quick! 

Come here!  We have Quail in our backyard!ò  So, I dropped what I was doing and rushed 

to the door and I get an ñApril Foolôs!ò  I groan.  She got me! 

After all, today is a much better day.  April 2
nd

.  It was the day in 1515 that Juan Ponce de Leon set foot 

on Florida, becoming the 1
st
 European known to do so!  It was the day that the Electric Theater, the 1

st
 

full -time movie theater opened in Los Angeles.  So, in honor of today, Iôm off the see Clash of the Ti-
tanôs in Real 3D as soon as I finish writing this. 

As always, please feel free to send me suggestions or information that you feel would be of interest to our 

readers at Newsletter.Editor@ClaytonValleyGardenClub.org - Robert Frost, Editor 

 
 

 

 

No, itôs not the 60ôs againé  This is the CVCG ñPotting Party!ò 

PAST: We had a successful potting party on March 20
th
 

at Nealôs house.  It was a perfect day to work in the garden.  

The weather was overcast with a slight breeze, but warm 

enough to shed your jacket if you wanted to roll up your 

sleeves and dig in! 

We planted 179 plants and cleaned up an untold number of 

Pacific Coast Irises for our upcoming May 15
th
 Spring Plant 

Sale. 

Our host, Neal Richmond, was kind enough to have coffee, 

juice, and a few tasty breakfast morsels for all of the 

volunteers to snack on. 

PRESENT: Nancy Westman will host our next Potting 

Party at her house on April 17
th

, from 10:00am to Noon. 

We will be doing all kinds of creative things at this party!  

Creating Color Bowls, Herb Gardens, Succulent Bowls, and 

even some Garden Art in prepartion for the Clubôs Spring 

Plant Sale. 

Nancy recommends that all participants bring herbs, or 

succulents, in 4-inch pots to be used in creating these 

masterpieces.  Also, if you have a planter, pot, or some other 

object with character that can hold a plant, or several plants, 

be sure to bring it along to be planted up! 

Now is your chance to do some Spring cleaning.  Head on out to your garage, or garden shed, and find 

those unquie potting treasures with character that you can do without and bring them to the Party!  

mailto:Newsletter.Editor@ClaytonValleyGardenClub.org


 

www.ClaytonValleyGardenClub.org - 4 - April 2010 

 

Annieôs Annuals Field Trip  
by Linda Cruz 
 

Well, it was a very soggy day for our outing to 

Annieôs, but we still showed up in force!  Four-

teen of us from the CVGC went on the March 

field trip to Annie's Annuals in the pouring 

down rain.  We were smiling and laughing and 

thoroughly enjoyed thawing out in the green-

house.  Most of us would love to return in a 

month or so to shop in the sunshine.  What an 

interesting place with unique plants that are dif-

ficult to find elsewhere.  We learned about grape 

seed compost and that Annie's does not boost 

their plants with hormones as many nurseries do. 

Annie's feels it is better for the consumer to plant in the ground, watch it develop, and you will see the 

optimum performance rather than purchase it during its forced performance at the nursery.  I was able to 

find the Blue Cerinthe (Blue Shrimp plant) I was looking to purchase. 

I forgot to buy the Blue Witches Hat that I wanted to try out, so I must return.  Our tour guide told us 

most Garden Clubs just don't show up in the rain, but not the Clayton Valley Garden Club.  We are real 

troopers! 

When I return to Annieôs, I will let you know since I will have both passenger and plant space.  I am al-
so planning to check out two other places nearbyé a Geranium Hothouse, and Top Hat Orchids. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Because of a technical publication error, (we 

wonôt mention any names here), we have two 

outstanding Trivia Questions from the past 

2-months. 

 

 

No. 1:  How long can a snail sleep? 
 

No. 2: What is the worldôs fastest growing 

grass? 

 

Congratuations to this Monthôs Winners! 

Carla Thompson & Nadine Finley 
 

Actually, both contestants had answered both questions correctly, but a roll of the dice dictated that we 

have two individual winners.  So, congrats to both Carla and Nadine.  And as the famous Paul Harvey 

would have said, continue reading to find out The Rest of the Storyé 

 (See ANSWERS on Page 6)  

 

 




