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A/l fe begins the day you s
-Club Motto

A Message from OurPresident, Linda Cruz

Welcometo our newest members Tina Laiho and Sheila Ni¢hols

Nature certainly delivered plenty of April showers last montamsure
that we will allhave plenty of weeding to dbutlook at how beautiful and
happy the flowerare fromall that wonderful rain. :

Work Parties: Thank youto all who worked at the Color Bowl Potting
Party hosted by Nancy Westman | canot waitoff or ev
those pretty potted plan&sthe Plant sale Thank you toCarla for helping
me clear the Diamond Terrace vegetable bed. There is still a bit more work
to be done. Two residents are going to take over the bed as soon as W.e
| finish clearing it for planting.

I n This | ssueé
Page 2 Y CVGC Apron Sale

Creek Trailon Mt. Diablo | ~29¢ 3 Y Member 0s BBC
for t h wWildiowen | Page 4Y Filoli Field Trip Report

hike. The sights and Page 7 Y Upcpming Field Trip
sounds were so peaceful Page 7 Y Trivia Answer

We found 43 varieties of Page 8 Y What to do n
wildflowers. But, if we | Page 9 Y Calendar of Events

ask ElaineBilleter, there
were too many to count. Elaides t r a ieyes fibund veiled as-
hids, snake flies (a beneficial insect) and all sorts of other lif@-unn
ticed by most of usBut, we did se¢he Mt. Diallo Fairy Lanterns, a :
rare yellow lily that only grass on Mt. Diablo. An interesting article:
was featured on the front page of the Contra Costa Times Atil ;‘29
about this rare flower.After 3 dry yearsand late spring storms this
Mt. Diablo Fairy Lantern year, hundreds of theseeautiful wildflowers arein their grandeur!
(SeePRESIDENT on Pages)
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Wildflower Hike: Thank you Dorothy Bradt for leading 2
of us on the most beautiful day of the yegrthe Back




May 12" - General Meeting

"~ Joinus forPr odr omos ( Mi ke) St e p.d Mikeohas
sz‘ aﬁz‘ become a very serious beekeeper ovelasielGyearsand is a member of
the Mt. Diablo BeekeeparAssociation. He works with young kids in both
47‘(/ the Girl Scoutand4 H Cl ubs on their AUrban
. of the goal is to introduce bee hives into the urban backyard. He willlbe t

ing us all about bees and how we benefit from thesedllale little guys.
Even though bee keeping is his passion and almésk-&me hobby, his
real occupation is an inventorMike develops and licenses products. He
currently has 5 patents in various stages of the patent processeeldsefor
his lowe of bees werelpant ed while | iving 1in
farm.

For Sale(Limited Time Offer)

1 The Official
N The Genuine
TThe One and Onl yée

CVGC Apron!

(One size fits All) AN
Order as many as you want foronly $15.00 ea 3
Remember, tis is a limited time offer! Your
order must be accompanied byash or a check

and mustbe receivedby the ordering cut-off
date of our nextGeneral Meetingon May 12".

Meeting Hospitality
Volunteer Remlnder

The May 12“ meeting:
Ed & Dee Totman & Dorothy Bradt
TheJune 8 meeting:
Georgianne Champigo\l
Ackermann &Marilyn Goode

Only 4 spots left this year!
Volunteers needed to provide
refreshments at future meetings!
Please contad®osalie Zollarst:
(925)685-3005 or via EMail
RZollars@aol.com
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A Note from the Editor:
Okay everyoneé Mugsuh ogte tr itgohts eheermy i n t

faces together So,here is your chance to helpe, and everyone else afflicted by thisefac
il less name diseasey submitting your picture via-mail to: Membership@ClaytonvalleyGardenClub.org
for our new2010Club Directory! We need the pictes right away because our Membership folks
putting the final touches on the directory and are planning to distribute it at our next General M
Just send us your best picture and we will Photoshop it so you look like Madonna, Prince, Beyo
whomever you chooseYes, you can blame nfer this suggestion, but after all there are a lot more
you Member 6s for me t omelremember, and only on

| turn! | am one othose people who sometimes just havkard time putting names and|

hi s

e
ting.

e, or
f
e o

As always, please feel free to send me suggestions or information that you feel would be of interestito our

readers aNewsletter.Editor@ClaytonValleyGardenClub.org - Robert Frost, Editor

CI6e Arm\}'&\
b Appreciin N

W AN Sl

| t 6 s é oarlyougmellit?Y ou know wh
talking about, the sensuous aroma oth&k juicy
steak sizzling on the barbecu#&. u p , t hat 6
2" Annual CVGC Member Appreciation BBQs just
around the corner

Chef Ted will be your host aChez Me 1 a oo
Saturday, June 1%9. Mark your calendars as the
doors will open at ®0OPM with dinner to be servedeb
tween 600-6:3CPMm. Al | that youdl |
side dish, saladr dessert of your choide sharé

Andeé don dyour dppetitegand good natured
sense of adventure. There will be more info |abei,

what 6s i mportant the datetoff n Chef Ted D c K

Hard at work at the Cue

on your calendar for a great time eating wonderful
food with terrific people!

Questions% R S V #may be directed to Neal at 98%2-2624 ordadsplace@astound.net
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Filoli Field Trip  Report

by Robert Frost

It was anothemcredibly beautiful spring day in the Coastal Hidbove Redwood Citgt Filoli Mansion
& Gardens. Did you know that the unusual narfioli came from combining the®two letters from
the key words in Mr. Bournods per sgngli 6r edo ?

fiFight for a just cause;ove your
fellow man;Livea good | | f e

Filoli was built for Mr. & Mrs. Wil-

liam Bowers Bourn, prominent San
Franciscans whose chief source of
wealth was the Empire Mine, a gold
mine in Grass Valley, & Mr. Bourn

was also owner and president of thg
Spring Valley Water Company whose
property comprised Crystal Springs
Lake and the surrounding landbat

are now part of the San Francisco
Water Dgpartment.

The estate took two years to be built,
being complezd in 1917. The exte

sive garden layout of the formal ga
dens took another I e ar s . Unf ortunat el yamily estatefor Brdylamothér s| e
7-years as they both died in 1936.

The estate was purchased in 1937 by Mr. & Mrs. William P. Retto owned the Matson Navigation
Company, and under their close supervision the property gained worldwide recognition for the formal
gardens.

The only change to the original gardee-
sign made by Mrs. Roth was the addition §*=
the swimming pool and itgavilion and
plantings in 1947. This addition created
new transverse axis and lifted the view acrg
the sunken garden upwards towards the go ;
to the west and the backdrop of the Safsss
Cruz Mountains.

Mrs. Roth lived at Filoli until 1975 when sh
donded the House and formghrdens, now
consisting of 12&cres, to the National Trus
for Historic Preservatiorfor the enjoyment
and inspiration of future generationsThe \ #
remaining 654acres are operated by thed=il - = £ ]5
li Center and is a designated a€alifornia i:',\.&

State Historic Landmark.

After our 2+ hour tour of the home and gardertfolught that | could &tst tocovering the whold 25
acres but it was only a fraction of that area that makes up the formal gardeseeriLoLi onpPages)
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(PRESIDENT Continued fromPagel)

Plant Sale coming up n only
2-weeks! Neal reports it looks
like we will have plenty of
plants. You, aur Members
have been very busy preparing
plants for the sale

Now,| et 6s say a
a beautifulday with lotsof sun-
shine andpeopleout in droves
shopping forour plantsto put
in their gardens. At the last
Digtrict board meeting! at-
tended, otherclubs in the dis-
trict have been making record ==
proceeds at their plant sales this
Spring Letds hope

DFD Meeting: The next Diablo
Foothills District General Mde ColorBowliiPot 6 Party Event

ing will be held on Thursdayay :
27" at the Blackhawk Country Cluand will be hosted by the Blackhawk Bloomers Garden Club. :
Anna ChanTheLemon Ladywill be aguest speaker, and the California Garden Clubs insurapee re:
resentative will have a Question & Answer session regarding garden club insurance pohees. :
are 3 lunch choices for $28.00. The reservation deadline is MaySi§nupsheet will be avéable at

our May 12" General Meeting. See JoAnn Caspar, our Club Rep, or myself for more mformatldn
This would be a good District meeting to attend to get ideas as our own Clayton Valley Garden Glub
will host the next DFD General meeting on Octobé? @&he Oakhurst Country Club.

Diablo View Middle School Kim Lewis, Special Education Teacher reports on the Student Garden
Proj eMeto&® j ust r ec e interdggrdepand puked all the weeds, added\Wompost

and manure and rototilled iMVe will be planting veggies next weekly student, Faith, planted herbs :

in the raised bed.It looks wonderful. We also planted some flowers in the outside beds and some
strawberies in a strawberry pot.Your donations of veggies last time wem®nderful. When we :
pulled the rest of th8&wisschard out of the garden, we sent home a bag of it for every student in néy
class. Our last cooking project with the veggies was braised Bavarian red cabbage with @giiles

cioud Most all students lovetl. Most of our red cabbage di dnot ti
up and it was fine.l would love for us to be able to have our own plant sdg.dream is to have a
green house so we can start a bunch of veget abl

Reminders

Vegetable Exchange: Do not forget to bring a vegetable plantotar next meeting for our firstege-
tableplant exchange!

HeadshotPhotos We needyour photo for the Membership DirectofdOW! If you did not get
your picturetaken at the April meetingr youare just not sure, please iram
diately send a photo of yourself to be included in the Directory-weito:
Membership@ClaytonValleyGardenClub.or@r, cdl Bob Frostright away
at6724282to arrange for a snapshot if you do not have one to!send

Goodluck to all of us,sellingyour plants and @ations abur SpringPlant Sale. .
~ Happy Gardening!
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(FILOLI Continued fromPaged)

At Filoli, Mrs. Roth took a great interest in her gard&he ordered seeds, kept records of everything
she planted and began adding new plants to the gard@sis Worn, who worked with the Bourns on
the original selection of plants for the gardens, came out ofiegm@ment to work with Mrs. Roth and
contnued to come to Filoli weekly until just before her death at age 81 in 196fthe of Mrs. Roth's

favorite new acquisitions were magnolias, maples, roses, rhododendrons and carifbtiddled the

house with arrangements of flowers from the gardensptands from the greenhouses, a tradition tha
continues today.

Mr. Roth loved walking through the garden each morning before work, talking with Louis Mariconi,|the
head gardener, and gett i Hegoved loeookidnd espeltiato bdreciend
for the family.

Mr. Roth had a minor stroke
in 1943. In 1946 the swm-
ming pool was added for his
exercise and rehabilitation,
and quickly became a favorite
summer gathering spotDe-
signed and developed by Mrs.
Roth and Bella Worn to fit
into the overall garden plan,
the pool and its surrounding
plantings seem today to have
been part of the originaled
sign.

~—+

The gardens are indeed spe
tacular, and ever changing,
sometimes by the week, fo

lowing the ®asons. Even
though we just missed the full
glory of an entire fieldof golden daffodils in bloom, referred to abe Meadowdirectly behind the

mansion, and the peonies were full of buds with only a few open, other parts of the garden were at their
peak.

| dondét tell youuttotalls to discourage you, b
you that you need to visit the gardens several

times throughout the year to catch the ever

changing nuances of plants at their peak. The

Filoli website even has a Blooming Calendar, so

you can find out what is currently in bloom each

week.

| have always had a fondness for Knot Gardens
and Filoli didnot disappoint. Not only did they
have a Knot garden, but they had two raibed
miniature knot gardensee picture inset).

In 1973, Mrs. Roth was awarded the Dnsti
guished Service Medal of thea@en Clubs of
America for her achievements as a collector.
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