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A Message from OurPresident, Linda Cruz

Awards! Awards! and more Awards! :

At our June meeting we had a special surprise visit from our parenuorgan
zation, the Diablo Foothills District of the California Garden Clubs, Inc.
Director, Sandy Rogers, and the AssistBirector and Treasurer, Moné
Dunlop. Sandy had just returned from the California Garden Clubs, bc.
convention in Westlake Village in Southern California. She brought a box
of awards with her to present to the CVGBer story was that she had SD
many avards for CVGC that she had to take some of her clothes out: and
ask someone else to carry them home for her in order to make room m her
suitcase for the box of awards. She was not about to let our awards QUt of
her hands. So at our June meeting Sandsemted us with ribbons, certif =
cates and checksThe CVGC club won the Sweepstakes Award for winning the most awards |n- the
state for clubs of our sizé/Vhat an honor for the Clayton Valley Garden Club

Individual Awards were won by Bob Frost and Linda Crp=
for articles they wrote for the CVGC weletter. Eaclied- | | n Thi s | ssueé
pient received a check. Linda alsmeived a second chec| Page 2 Y 4" of July Parade

as her article won First Place in the Pacific Region (8 st Page 3 Y Propagator of the Year
of the National Garden Club Page 4? Trivia Answer

Club awards for 2009 were received for our new web{ Page 8 Y Main Street Planters
thanks to Webmaster Ted Meriam, CV@€ld trips thanks | Pagell Y Calendar of Events

to Program Chair Neal Richmon@VGC 2009 Membe | Pagel2 Y What t o do
ship Drectory Yearbook, CVGC e&lsletters primary
thanks to our newsletter editor, Bob Frost, and club ptiom as we dobled in size.

Propagator of the Year Nancy Harvey won the District awafdr 2009 Propagator of the YehrNan-
cy propagated a very diverse group of more than 300 plants for the Spring Plant sale piu00@re

(SeePRESIDENT on Page?)
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July 14" - General Meeting Dozens of Dahlias

\ CVGC Me mber oMarshB aartrwyll be&presenting a program of
ofz‘anz‘ Dahlias. They have raised dahlias for many years and have been the rec
47, / pients of many awards for their beautiful flowers.
£, August 11" - General Meeting Vermicomposting, or
A

«€CQ—=—7=> Worms, Worms, Wor

Sharon Osteerirom the Clayton Valley PumpkiBarm& Christmas Trege
will be telling us about wrmsthateat your garbageWorms are the best pets a gardener could ask for
since hey need no food other than scraps from the téidy make no noisereate no messake up K-
tle spacecost next to nothing for upkeep, and give us fertilizer for our plants.

Learn about using earthworms to convert organic waste into black, -santiyng, nutrientrich humus
Discuss where and what to keep the wormdwaw to mainain the worm binwhat to feed the worms
and how to make use of the castings that the worms produce for you.

Clayton Vallley Garden Club
The Fourth o July Paradd

by Nicole Hackett
Hello fellow Clayton Valley Garden Cluldembers!

The Clayton # of July parade is right around the corner
and | am askg any available Mmber to come out and
show the community our commitment to gardening!

Our club is no longer small, we are strong, and this is an
excellent way to get noticed. The more presendevtba
show, the more potential gardeners we will appeal too.

Wear yourRed, White & Blue and bring a basket torea
ry the hundreds of poppy seed bags that you will hand
out to the excited parade watchers.

Pl ease come to Claytonds| do
Street and look for our float.

The parade begins at 10&0@and we will take pictures
of our group and the float at 9:45am, but you might want
to arrive aboutl5 minutesearlier to allow time for p&r
ing and finding us
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B A Note from the Editor:

Are you ready for the"of July? The year is alreadalf way gone! Next thing you
B know summer will have passed and we will lbeking forward to the holiday season
B+ again. But, for right now, bring on the heatSummer is finally here.

For a couple of months there, | was wondering if we were going to get summer weather
with all of thenice cool days and almost weekly rain in May. It was a very pleasant surprise to actually
have areal Spring! As usual, I d i d n 0 thorgsedbne @dutinlg the dool wegtheg de
we made tremendous progress at the Frost House, and | am happy to see all of the plants doiog so|well
their new drip watering system.hbpe that yousummer is great and yogarden isvell.

As always, pleaseetl free to send me suggestions or information that you feel would be of interest t@ our
readers alewsletter.Editor@ClaytonValleyGardenClub.org - Robert Frost, Editor

V00 Membet v\

@@ || Propasator of the ¢ I s

Sandy Rogers Diablo Foothills
District ~ Director,  presented
Nancy Harvey witha beautiful
plague fromthe Diablo Foothills
District, stating that she was the
20092010 Propagator of the
Yeall The CVGC Board decided
to sweeten the poand presented
her with a $10GGift Certificateto
Navlets for her achievement and
to thank her for all of her very
hard work in helping the club by
propagating so many plants that

| i h A A~ [ A o + C A~ 1
wer € sold at t he Nancy Harvey (Propagator of the Year), Carin Kaplan (Gardener of the
Let O sa Wg"l degserved andhearty Year), Sandy RogergDiablo Foothills District Director)

round of applause tdancy Harvey Congratulations and thanks for all your help!
Note:Carin Kaplan (2009 Gardener of the Year) was featured in last m@athn e ws | e t
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The Questions:

1) How many flowers must honbges tap to make one pound of honey? [
2) How much hong does the average worker hoheg make in her lifetime?

The Answers: l
1) Honeybees will tap abou million flowers and fly 50,000 milee make one pound of honey. I

2) 1/12teaspoon

This mont hoNO @NEh e :

Well, | hate to tell you all this but the only person that answered these questions was ineligible tq win
My wife sent the last newsletter to Claadilawson, a friend of hers in Ohio, who loves to garden, and
the nextthing you knowthe following dayl get an email from her with the correct awers! I

| really enjoyed Mike(Prodromo} Stephanos presentatiom the club

in May on haneybees, sdor those of you who did see his presentation,
some of thisarticle will be arefresher, but for you folks that missed |tI
here is some fascinating information on the world of bees

Types of Honeybees |
There are four different species of honeybee in the world:

1 The Little Honeybee (Apis florea)native to southeast Asia

1 The Eastern Honeybee (Apis ceranajative to eastern Asia I
asfar north as Korea & Japan .
The Giant Honeybee (Apis dorsatajative to southeast Asia |
The Western Honeybee (Apis melliferanative to Europe,
Africa and western Asia

E

Cave paintings in Europe indicate that early peoples wexesting honey 8,000 years agdhe next |

step in human/honeybee relations came when people started keeping beesnadaatructures rather

than justgoing out and searching for wild hive3he ancient Egyptians were beekeepers and their n
thods were copied throughout the Mediterranean and Middle Hamsty used the Western Honeybee,

and that is thenost widely used species todayhe Eastern Honeybewas also domesticated long ag(!

in China. The other two species of honeybee do not nest in cavities and so were not suited to belpg put
into hives.

I
Official State Insect

Of the 41 States that have off|C|thbonney8mea$1|ﬁ
t heirs. This buzz of activity started in 19
adopted the honey bee as their State Insect. Afaslloned dome beehive is even one of the symbdls
on the Great Seal of Arkansas. Thbey states to name this venerable insect as their State Insect are:
Nebraska (1974), New Jersey (1974), Louisiana (1975), Georgia (1975), Maine (1975), Kansas (i976),
Wisconsin (1977), South Dakota (1978), Vermont (1978), Mississippi (1980), Utah (1i83xuri I
(1985), Tennessee (1990), and Oklahoma (1992).

S
7

(SeeBEESon Page)
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Carla Thompson, Treasur@ewly Appointed)

It was shortly after our garden club got going back in 1997
that my friend Lee Jordan lured me into becoming anme:
ber, cbeed onk éver since. The golf bird house that
we few members built, oné h
still adorns my garden. It has been a source of inspiration
to participate in the many activities that we have attackgd
throughout the years. | love howe 6 ve grown a
we have become an active part of the community. :

Droughts and saving water are not anything new to me,:as
| grew up in northern New Mexico where every drop wds
precious. My father fought (not literally) for every watey
right, and we fahfully irrigated the alfalfa at the ranches
and the gardens at the house.

School and a caer of dout 8 years in Indiana was a revelation. How could it be that
one didndét have to water or irrlgate’?'>’?
lastly we came back West. :

| donoét think there is a crop we haveindt
successfully, others a total failure. My husband and | love to garden in esingped :

lot, growing fruits and vegetables, annuals and péatsyrbut mostly chrysanthemums:

At one time we had 48 mum varieties, and along with our small mum club, we shqwed
them, we sold them and we treated ourselves with the profits.

After retiring from teaching at Clayton Valley High School, | keep busy vekniig for ;

the Assistance League, and traveling and golfing. | was Treasurer a few years ago: when
our club was much smaller and much simpler. This time around will be much mére cha
lenging as | step into this roll until January.

I Becareful , this coul d b
Where does Ari ce?

I Submit your answers by-Hail to: Newsletter.Editor@ClaytonValleyGardenClub.obg the ded-

. line of July 15" and Win! Winner to be drawn from all correct submissions and anresliitcnext
mont hés nGCoodddclet t er .

I Contest open only to CVGC Members
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(BEES Continuedrom Page4) |

I Acase Society
A single wild colony typically containgp to 30,000 bees. At any one time, the colony gathers necltar
using several thousand foraging worker bees that descend on flower patches spread over an areaI as wid
| as 40 square miles. During the course of a year, one colony may gather more than 266fpuates
. Worker bees are all female and make up about 85 percém dfive They have three life stages,rdu |
I ing which they have specific roles to fill.
. 1 Young workers (1 to 12 days old) clean cells, nihgebrood, and tend the queen. I
I 1 Middle-aged wakers (12 to 20 days old) build the comb, store nectar and pollen
brought by forager bees, aptbvide ventilation tahe nest. :
91 Older workers (20 days to 30 days or more, the average life expectancy ofya hone [
I bee), are primarily foragers who supply neaad provide the enzymes wiee for
converting it to honey.

Flying at a speed of about 15 miles per hour, each can travel more than three and a half miieméron?
| ona single flight.

Foraging bees store nectar in thecsdled
l honey stomach in their abo@ns. Upon
their return to the hive, they regurgitate t
nectar to middleaged workers, which eithe
I distribute the nectar for immediate reo
. sumption or process it into honey.
| times foragers bring water rather tharcn

tar. Nurse bees (those tendimg brood of
I unborn workers) will use the water either
* dilute honey to feed the brood or, on h
I days to cool the hive through evaporation.

I Returning foragers also bring pollemhich
- they carry in spec
I their hind legs. Pollen provides colo
* members with vital amino acids, vitamin
I and fats. It is stored in pollen cells near t
brood cells, so it is readily available to
nurse bees, which fashidhe pdlen into a Honeybee landing on Catsear flowefHypochoeris radicatf :
| kind of bread for supplying neishment to Photo by Autan )
developing larvae. I

The Guyshaveii T h e E a sryothaey® e 0 :
: Males @drone$ have one purpose in life: to mate with the queen. Nature has given thedamerayes I
. to ensure that they do not lose sight of the queen on the mating flight. At the appropriate time, qrones
| meet at special mating areas far from the hive, wheredattegnpt to mate with the queen at heights af
up to 100 feet off the ground. I

I From birth, males have certain advantages over female worker bees. While emerging workers have to
climb out of their brood cells all by themselves, baby drones are helped outslkeyhees; and they don'tl
have to do a single thing around the hive. But there are distinct disadvantages to being a male.’ When
I food supplies are low or when winter approaches, workers do not hesitate to kick drones out of the nest,
. where they inevitablydie. And a male who is lucky enough to mate with a queen pays the ultmiate
| price. During mating, his reproductive parts get ripped out of him, and he dies.

(SeeBEES on Page) |
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